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FLAG DAY EXERCISES ON THE MUSEUM STEPS 



NOTES 




fied 



EMBERSHIP.— At a meeting of 
the Board of Trustees held on 
Monday afternoon, June 12, the 
following persons having quali- 

membership in their respective 



classes, were elected: 

FELLOW FOR LIFE 
Mitchell Samuels 

SUSTAINING MEMBERS 

John M. Beers 
Monroe L. Einstein 
Howard L. Goodheart 
Miss Adelaide H. Maghee 

Six hundred and fourteen persons were 
elected Annual Members. 

Arthur Robinson was made a Fellow in 
Perpetuity by the transfer of the fellowship 
of his father, Eli K. Robinson. 

Changes in the Wing of Decorative 
Arts. — During the last month some minor 
changes have been made in the general ar- 
rangement of the Wing of Decorative Arts. 
The Italian majolica belonging to the Mu- 
seum, which was on exhibition in F 6, has 



been moved into the main hall beside the 
two cases of majolica lent by Everit V. 
Macy, taking the place of the bronzes, the 
larger pieces of which are exhibited in the 
two cases in the corridor, F 7, at the entrance 
to the main hall. The smaller medals and 
plaquettes are placed in small cases, two 
between the majolica cases and two in F 6. 
The case of German stoneware which was in 
this corridor has been moved into F 8, 
where it takes the place of the case 
of pewter, which has been temporarily 
retired. 

At the other end of the main hall it will 
be noticed that the two Mortlake tapes- 
tries which have been exhibited in D 6 for 
some time, have been returned to their for- 
mer position, while in the corridor, F 2, a 
place has been found for the stone tomb re- 
lief from the Hoentschel Collection repre- 
senting an angel with wide-spread wings 
presenting a kneeling ecclesiastic, the de- 
ceased, to the Virgin. It is French, dating 
to the beginning of the fifteenth century, 
and is number 132 in the Catalogue of 
Romanesque, Gothic, and Renaissance 
Sculpture. 
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Changes in the Paintings Galleries. 
—The Walt Whitman by John W. Alexan- 
der, which was lent to the American 
Federation of Arts as a part of a memorial 
exhibition of Alexander's work in the Cor- 
coran Gallery in Washington, is now back 
in its accustomed place in Gallery 12. The 
panels, Saint John the Evangelist and Saint 
Lawrence, by Bernardino Butinone, which 
were purchased in 191 5 but have not been 
exhibited in a paintings gallery hitherto, 
are now hung in Gallery 30. 

Costume Dolls. — The collection of cos- 
tume dolls, numbering thirty, which was 
placed in the corridor of the basement of 
Wing H several months ago, has been made 
much more useful and attractive by the in- 
stallation of electric lights above each case. 
The effect as one descends the stairs and 
sees the dainty little dolls in their many- 
colored gowns is of a reception in Lilliput. 

Flag Day at the Museum. — Those pas- 
sing the Museum about noon on Flag Day, 
June 14, saw an interesting throng of 
1400 children massed on the steps of the 
main entrance and spreading over the drive- 
way below, each child with arm raised salut- 
ing a large American flag carried by one of 
their number. They were pupils in Public 
School No. 6, The Lillie Devereux Blake 
School, at Madison Avenue and Eighty- 
fifth Street, from the kindergarten to the 
highest grade, who had marched over from 
the school with flags flying. In addition 
to pledging their allegiance to the Stars and 
Stripes, they sang several patriotic airs. 
The symbolism of this simple exercise — the 
linking of school and museum and the ex- 
pression of patriotism — must have im- 
pressed the thoughtful spectator. 

A Teachers' Tea.— On June 15 a group 
of teachers from the high and elementary 
schools of New York City was invited to tea 
in Class Room B, to meet the Museum In- 
structors, with whom their work has been 
connected during the past two years. 

Members of the departments of art, 
history, English, and the classics were 
present. Among them were representa- 



tives of the two high schools — the De Witt 
Clinton and the Stuyvesant High School — 
that recognize work done in the Museum 
as part of their regular course and permit 
the classes to visit the Museum during 
school hours. 

Plans for next winter's work were dis- 
cussed informally, and a number of val- 
uable suggestions were made. 

Lantern Slides and Photographs. — 
Teachers, students, and others seeking 
photographs and lantern slides for study or 
illustration frequently do not know what 
sources of such material are open to them 
in New York City. Of special interest to 
them, therefore, will be the following facts 
which were recently secured by the Secre- 
tary of the Museum through answers to a 
questionnaire: 

Photographs and lantern slides of the 
history of New York from 1850 to 1900 are 
accessible to the public at the New York 
Historical Society, 170 Central Park West; 
of the history of New York and of local 
government at the rooms of the City 
History Club, 105 West 40th Street, where 
they may also be rented at three cents each; 
and of the properties under the jurisdic- 
tion of the Department of Bridges at its 
office in the Municipal Building during 
business hours. There are no lantern 
slides in the possession of the American 
Scenic and Historic Preservation Society, 
but its collection of photographs, chiefly of 
landscapes in various parts of the country, 
may be inspected, and may be borrowed 
free of charge by persons introduced by the 
Museum through its Secretary. 

Columbia University's collection of 
18,000 photographs is available for study 
in the Library of the Architectural De- 
partment to students or other persons who 
are suitably recommended. By permission 
of the head of the Department of Latin and 
Greek of Hunter College, photographs and 
lantern slides of Greek and Roman an- 
tiquities and of scenes in Greece, Italy, and 
Sicily may be seen any school day, and ar- 
rangements may be made for borrowing 
them. The private collection of lantern 
slides of buildings, grounds, etc., belonging 
to Professor Bristol of New York University 
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may be seen and borrowed by responsible 
persons on application to him. 

In the Circulation Department of the 
New York Public Library, there is a pic- 
ture collection of 20,000 covering a great 
variety of subjects, which may be borrowed 
from branch libraries on the same terms as 
books; and in the Reference Department 
are more than 4,000 photographs of Italian 
painting, sculpture, and architecture. 

At the rooms of the National Sculpture 
Society, 215 West 57th Street, photographs 
of the work of members of the society and 
some lantern slides of American sculpture 
are also available except during the sum- 
mer months. 

Exhibit of Folk Craft. — From April 
19 to 26 an exhibit of folk craft was held 
in the Washington Irving High School 
under the auspices of the Folk Craft Guild 
and the National Conference on Commu- 
nity Center Problems. 

The exhibit was an effort to visualize 
the latent art possibilities in New York's 
immigrant population. It was felt that a 
popular interest in the creation, use, and 
appreciation of art could be logically 
developed along the lines that popular art 
has always traveled, viz., through folk craft. 

Folk craft is part of the social heritage 



of every old group of people. Today 
when the immigrant comes to America 
this valuable heritage is lost. The present 
movement, of which the exhibit was one 
expression, does not hope to revive tradi- 
tional designs so much as traditional 
principles of social art. 

At the exhibit were shown the work of 
the Scuola dTndustrie Italiane, which is 
developing the traditional embroidery 
and drawnwork of Italy, and Bohemian 
embroidery, woodwork, and china decora- 
tion, executed under the auspices of the 
Bohemian Neighborhood House. 

To suggest some of the wealth of art 
not utilized, there were exhibited brass and 
copper kitchen utensils made in Russia, 
which had been in use in East Side Russian 
families. Native peasant costumes from 
Portugal, Sweden, Turkey, Russia, and 
Servia illustrated folk craft as applied to 
costume. 

One of the most interesting exhibits was 
a series of colored drawings of designs 
painted on the interior walls of peasant 
cottages in Little Russia. There were 
also shown several marionettes which had 
been made and used in New York by an 
Italian family who were the designers, 
costume makers, and producers of this 
folk art applied to recreation. 



LIST OF ACCESSIONS AND LOANS 



CLASS 
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OBJECT 



SOURCE 



Arms and Armor Pistol, French, about 1780 Purchase. 

(Wing H, Room 9) 

Ceramics fTwo bowls, Chinese, Sung 

dynasty (960-1280 A. D.) Purchase. 

(Floor 1 1, Room 5) Saucer, Chinese, Sung dynasty 

(960-1280 A. D.) Purchase. 

(Wing H, Study Room) Dish, Chinese, Ming dynasty, 

early seventeenth century Purchase. 

(Wing H, Study Room) Vase, Chinese, modern Gift of Messrs. Yamanaka 

&Co. 
fRhages bowl, Persian, eleventh 

century Purchase. 

t Recent Accessions Room (Floor I, Room 6). 
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